E-GRANTS STAKEHOLDER MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 26, 2003

1.
Next Meeting


Date: April 30, 2003


Time:  2:00 – 4:00 P.M.


Place:  HHS Building

2. Mr. Charles Havekost, E-Grants Program Manager convened the meeting at 2:00 p.m.  He gave a brief status update.  He announced the receipt of funding from the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Defense.  Mr. Havekost directed the group to the grants.gov web site for the latest information on the financial status of E-Grants.

Mr. Havekost announced that the E-Grants system integrator should be on-board soon.  Last-minute contract issues are being reviewed, but the winner should be announced in the next few days.  This announcement will take the “apply” portion to another plateau.

The “find” opportunity piece is rolling along from an agency perspective.  It is expected that agencies will announce over 3,000 grant opportunities annually.  The General Services Administration (GSA) is handling the contract administration of the “find” portion and the Program Management Office (PMO) is working with them to determine a press release date to the public.  Mr. Havekost is having discussions with the Executive Board to encourage participation from their agencies.

Mr. Havekost advised the group of a recent meeting he had with Mr. Tom Murphy, who is detailed to E-Grants from the Department of Commerce.  Mr. Murphy brought together a group of grant making agencies that represent rural or specific grant populations, including the Appalachian Regional Commission, the Denali Commission, and the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars..  This is part of the ongoing outreach efforts of the E-Grants PMO to reach out to all sectors of the public including large, small and potential applicants that may not have previously been included in Federal outreach sessions.

 Mr. Havekost stated that the PMO is currently working with the Central Contractor Registry (CCR), soon to be known as the Business Partner CCR/BPN and e-Authentication as potential interfaces with the E-Grants Storefront.   Mr. Havekost introduced the featured speaker, Ms. Adrian Fish, e-Authentication Deputy Program Manager, to give the latest status of the e-Authentication Program.

3.
Ms. Fish outlined the mission of e-Authentication—to create public trust in the security of information exchanged over the Internet.  She also identified the goals:  to build the mutual trust needed to support widespread use of electronic interactions— the Authentication Gateway; to minimize the burden on the public when obtaining trusted electronic services from the Government and maximize the use of existing credentials; and to deliver common interoperable authentication solutions.  Ms. Fish acknowledged the challenge to interoperability and the fact that authentication becomes much more complex as the number of credential providers and relying parties increases.  

Ms. Fish reviewed slides identifying and defining the need for the e-Authentication Gateway and its vision for the future.  She expressed that the e-Authentication is not an issuer of Identification (ID) credentials, a collector of personal information, a repository of information, the Federal Bridge Certification Authority nor is it e-Security.  But 
e-Authentication is a provider of validation services for multiple forms of ID credentials, a source of risk/assurance levels for multiple forms of ID credentials, and is available for all e-Gov initiatives.

Ms. Fish outlined the goals of e-Authentication for Fiscal Year 2003 and highlighted the enormous amount of interest e-Authentication has received from the private industry.  She expressed e-Authentication’s interest in developing a consortium with the public, private, and state and local industry with the hopes of setting levels with the credential providers.  She then outlined a draft of the goals for the Credential Consortium, explained the concept of the gateway, and identified some of the trusted credential providers.

Ms. Fish summarized the status of the e-Authentication Program by stating that it is currently in a test environment, has completed certification and accreditation for live transactions, and is now seeking to obtain approval to operate with live transactions.  She announced some of the adopters of the program.

Following Ms. Fish’s presentation she answered or explained the following:

Ms. Fish explained the difference between the gateway and Public Key Infrastructure (PKI).  The bridge fields PKI certification and it maps policy from PKI certification to determine if the PKI certification maps are accepted.  The gateway doesn’t care if it is a PKI certification or if it is a PIN password, it just routes that information back to the original credential provider for validation.

Has a risk assessment for E-Grants been performed? Yes.  E-Grants was one of the pilot E-Gov initiatives to go through the application risk assessment process.

When you receive your Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS), a user will be given a credential and can use that credential for E-Grants as well as other applications.

How long will it take to receive a credential?  It will depend on the vetting process and that is strictly mapped to the level of security.

Has there been any foreign agency interest?  Yes, however, right now the focus and availability is strictly limited to the United States.

4.
Mr. Havekost presented an overview of the “Apply” Pilots and Productions.  He announced the “Test of the Edges” Pilot is on schedule for April 30, 2003, through 
May 30, 2003.  Eleven agencies identified over 50 core programs.  The Integrator Apply Pilot will begin June 2003 and will start with “core only” data and move to “core plus.”  The production rollout is scheduled for October 2003.


He highlighted features and capabilities of “apply” proposed for the October rollout.  He also highlighted features and capabilities of “apply” from the grantor view.  


Mr. Havekost advised the group that the PMO needs to identify the amount of incremental effort for “core plus” and set a schedule.  Five agencies have been submitted for “core plus” testing: Education, Justice, Labor, NSF, and HUD.  He reported that the systems integrator would be on board by the next stakeholder meeting and he would be able to provide more information at the next monthly meeting. 

5.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 P.M.

